Review

International Journal of Humanities, Social Sciences and Business Management (IJHSBM)
Website: https://ijhsbm.com/

ISSN: 3049-3803

Vol. 1, Issue 2, April-June, 2025

Page No.: 19-24

Language, Culture and Power: A Critical Analysis of Modern
Communication Trends

Sanjay Kumar

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Government Degree College, Multhan HP

Corresponding Author:
Dr Sanjay Kumar

Email:
pm_vep@rediffmail.com

Conflict of interest: NIL

Article History

Received: 03/04/2025
Accepted: 22/05/2025
Published: 10/06/2025

Abstract:

Language is the fundamental vehicle of culture, yet it is simultaneously
a contested terrain where power dynamics are continually established,
maintained, and challenged. This manuscript presents a critical analysis
of the intricate relationship between language, culture, and power within
the context of contemporary communication trends, particularly the
transformative influence of digital media and globalization. Utilizing
Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and the concept of Cultural
Hegemony, the paper investigates how modern communication
accelerates linguistic evolution while simultaneously reinforcing deep-
seated power imbalances, notably linguistic hegemony favoring global
languages like English. The analysis focuses on two primary theaters: the
digital sphere (social media language, algorithmic bias) and the global
economic arena (standardization, commercialization). Findings reveal
that while digital platforms democratize content creation and foster
linguistic creativity (e.g., slang, emojis), they also introduce new
mechanisms of control through algorithmic curation and platform
economics that favor dominant discourses. Ultimately, the manuscript
argues that critical engagement with language in the 21st century is
essential to challenge ideological normalization, advocate for linguistic
diversity, and empower marginalized voices to achieve greater equity in
the global communication landscape.
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1. Introduction: The Triad of Language, Culture,
and Power

Language, culture, and power are inextricably linked
in a reciprocal relationship.’ Language is the key
symbolic system that embodies a culture's
worldview, norms, and collective memory. Power, as
the ability to shape social reality, operates through
language, determining whose voices are heard,
whose perspectives are legitimized, and whose
ideologies become the accepted norm. [1-6]

The 21st century is marked by rapid technological
advancements and accelerated globalization,
which have profoundly reconfigured
communication trends. [7] This new environment
presents a paradox: unprecedented connectivity
offers opportunities for global dialogue, yet it

simultaneously intensifies competition, leading to
new forms of linguistic and cultural domination.
This manuscript aims to:

1. Establish the theoretical foundation for
critically analysing the Language-Culture-
Power triad.

2. Examine the influence of modern
communication trends (digital media,
globalization) on language evolution and
standardization. [8-10]

3. Critically analyse the emergence of new
and reinforced power structures (linguistic
hegemony, algorithmic bias).

4. Discuss strategies for resistance and the
promotion of linguistic equity.
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2. Theoretical Foundations: Critical Discourse
Analysis and Hegemony

A critical analysis requires frameworks capable of
dissecting the covert ways power is enacted through
language:

2.1. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

CDA, developed by scholars like Fairclough and
Van Dijk, is an interdisciplinary method that treats
discourse as a form of social practice. Its core
premises are:

o Discourse is Constitutive: Language does
not merely reflect reality; it actively
constructs social and cultural realities,
including relations of power.

e Power and Ideology: CDA aims to
uncover the implicit ideologies and power
abuses embedded within language use,
making transparent how dominant groups
maintain control through discourse (e.g.,
dehumanizing metaphors for immigrants).
[11-14]

2.2. Cultural and Linguistic Hegemony

Drawing on Gramsci, Hegemony refers to the
dominance achieved not through direct coercion, but
through the consent and ideological acceptance of
the ruling group's worldview. Linguistic Hegemony
is the dominance of one language (and the culture it
carries) in economic, political, and cultural spheres,
leading to the marginalization and potential
extinction of minority languages. The globalization
of English serves as the primary example of this
phenomenon in modern communication, reinforcing
existing global power relations. [15-16]

3. Modern Communication Trends and
Linguistic Evolution

Contemporary
characterized by speed, conciseness, and
multimodality, driving profound linguistic changes:
3.1. The Digital Dialect and Standardization

The rise of platforms like social media has birthed a
digital dialect characterized by:

communication trends are

e Informality and Brevity: Character limits
and a culture of immediacy encourage the
use of slang, abbreviations (LOL, BRB),
and shortened syntax, blurring the lines
between written and spoken
communication.

e  Multimodal Expression: Emojis, GIFs,
and memes are incorporated as semiotic
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resources to convey emotion, tone, and
complex meaning efficiently.

e  Creativity and Democratization: Digital
spaces have democratized language,
challenging the traditional authority of
formal institutions (academia, journalism)
by allowing any user to innovate and
disseminate linguistic trends rapidly.

However, this evolution coexists with the pressure
for standardization in professional and
international communication (Source 1.1), often
dictated by the needs of global commerce and
technological systems (e.g., search engine
optimization). This creates a tension between the
adaptability of grassroots communication and the
demand for global uniformity imposed by
dominant institutions. [17-20]

3.2. Globalization, Language Loss, and Cultural
Homogenization

Globalization accelerates the spread of dominant
languages, creating an immense pressure on
minority and Indigenous languages.

e Economic Advantage: Proficiency in a
global language (primarily English)
provides a significant advantage in
economic, political, and educational
realms, incentivizing speakers of minority
languages to adopt the dominant tongue.

e  Cultural Assimilation: The global reach
of dominant languages, often carried by
mass media, facilitates the spread of
associated cultural values, potentially
leading to the erosion of local cultures and
the loss of the unique, place-based
knowledge contained within endangered
languages. [21-23]

4. Critical Analysis of Power in Modern
Communication

The digital age has introduced new, subtle
mechanisms of power while strengthening old ones.
4.1. Algorithmic Power and Discursive Control
Digital platforms, while seemingly neutral, exert
profound control over discourse:

o Filter Bubbles and Ideology: Algorithms
curate content based on user engagement,
creating "echo chambers" that prioritize
polarizing or sensational content. This
process can inadvertently reinforce existing
ideological biases and shape public
perception without explicit censorship.
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e Linguistic Inequality in AI: Language
technologies (e.g., machine translation,
voice assistants) are trained on massive
datasets  that are  overwhelmingly
dominated by major languages and
associated with certain cultures. This leads
to the algorithmic marginalization of
non-dominant languages, creating
technological hierarchies where the
convenience and quality of tools are
superior for users of the hegemonic
language. [24-29]

4.2. Power in Intercultural Communication
Even in one-on-one or small-group interactions,
power dynamics are manifest:

e Gendered Discourse: As noted by
scholars like Tannen and Cameron,
differences in communication styles often
attributed to gender are, in fact, reflections
of societal gender hierarchy and power
imbalances instilled through cultural
habitus.

e Constructing the "Other": Media
discourse employs language as a tool for
propaganda and dehumanization. For
instance, the use of metaphors that describe
unaccompanied immigrant children as a
"flood" or "criminals" utilizes language to
strip subjects of empathy and legitimize
policies of exclusion.

5. Resistance and the Quest for Linguistic Equity
The critical analysis of power in communication is
inherently tied to the project of praxis—informed
action aimed at social change.

5.1. Challenging Linguistic Hegemony

Resistance efforts are focused on revitalizing and
legitimizing  non-dominant  languages  and
discourses:

e Minority Language Media: Digital
platforms offer new, low-cost avenues for
minority groups to create and disseminate
media content in their native languages,
reclaiming  the power of  self-
representation.

o Code-Switching as Resistance: The
strategic blending of languages (code-
switching) in professional or social settings
can function as an assertion of identity and
a subtle challenge to monolingual norms.
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5.2. Towards Ethical and  Equitable
Communication Design

To mitigate algorithmic power and promote fairness,
new ethical guidelines are needed:

e Decolonizing Data: Researchers and
developers must prioritize the collection of
diverse, equitable language data to reduce
algorithmic bias against non-dominant
linguistic and cultural groups.

e Policy Intervention: Legislation is
necessary to address the economic
disparity in digital media, where
advertising revenue models
disproportionately favor dominant
languages, as studies indicate a
significantly higher promotional
probability for English content. [30-35]

6. Conclusion: The Future of Critical
Communication

Language, culture, and power remain dynamic
forces in the 2lst-century communication
landscape.®®> While digital technologies have
introduced a new velocity to linguistic change and
partially democratized discourse, they have also
created subtle, powerful new mechanisms for the
maintenance of hegemony, particularly through
algorithmic control and the global dominance of
certain languages.

A critical, ongoing analysis is essential for citizens
and scholars alike. By understanding how discourse
shapes ideology and enforces power structures,
communities can resist the normalization of
inequality, advocate for the preservation of linguistic
diversity, and work toward communication systems
that are truly inclusive, equitable, and reflective of
the world’s rich cultural tapestry.

The future demands that we not only speak but speak
critically, using language as a conscious tool for
liberation and democratic engagement.
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